Backward Design Template

	Identify Desired Results

	What overarching understandings are desired?
	What are the overarching "essential" questions?

	Decisions made in the past have influence over decisions made in the present time.

People align with their communities  based on geography, values, and, goals, which may be contradictory to other communities.

 
	Why did we fight a Civil War?
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	What will students understand as a result of this unit?
	What "Essential" and "Unit" Questions will focus this unit?

	Students will be able to:

Explain some of the early events that lead to the Civil War and why the two sides were fighting

Describe and differentiate between different battles

Describe the life of a soldier

Understand the effort of women during the Civil War

Understand and explain the role of Abraham Lincoln
	 What caused our country to fight against itself?

How did specific battles, decisions, and geography effect the outcome?

What role did women play in the war?

How was the life of a soldier different during the Civil War versus present day?



	Determine Acceptable Evidence

	What evidence will show that students understand.

Performance, Tasks, Projects

	Students will create/complete graphic organizers, collaborate and brainstorm with their classmates using an online white board, and complete tasks using Quizlet and Brainpop.

	Quizzes, Tasks, Academic Prompts

	Students will complete quizes in Google Docs or Forms.  They will also utilize Edpuzzle and GoFormative.

Students will complete a map activity to show their understanding.

	Other Evidence
(e.g. observations, work samples, dialogues)
	Student Self-Assessment

	Teacher observation and questioning

Exit tickets


	“Muddy Point” board (anonymous post it notes with questions students have) Students will choose a note to discuss with the class.

Performance Scales

	Plan Learning Experience and instruction

	Given the targeted understandings, other unit goals, and the assessment evidence identified, what knowledge and skills are needed?

	Students will need to know…
	Students will need to be able to…

	Background events leading up to the Civil War

Geography of the USA at the time of the Civil War

The meaning of “civil war” and how it relates to American History.
	Use a computer, understand how to access assigned websites, and have a basic understanding of Google Apps for Education.

	What teachings and learning experiences will equip students to demonstrate the targeted understandings?

	Students will interact with online, visual representations of materials, rather than their textbooks. They will be able to collaborate with peers, and engage virtually with the materials. 

The students will have ample opportunities to explore related materials, maps, photographs, first person accounts throughout the lessons to make the information come to life for them and to aid their understanding and retention.
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