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	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Rebecca Baucom

	School District
	Kinnelon

	School Name
	Elementary 

	School City, State
	New Jersey

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	The World is Our Neighborhood

	Unit Summary

	In this unit, students will learn what makes a community.  They will explore rural, suburban, and urban communities, as well as what physical features these communities have.  They will learn about cultures and traditions and how these shape communities.  Students will create several projects to show what they have learned.  They will create a Prezi presentation about their community, a ven diagram comparing a selected community in the world to their own, and a postcard “sent” to their teacher from a community in another country.

	Subject Area

	Social Studies

	Grade Level  

	 3rd grade special education

	Approximate Time Needed 

	1-2 weeks depending on need of students

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	Social Studies 6.1.4.A.14 (world is made of different nations), 6.1.4.D.14-15 (culture expressed and maintained) 6.1.4.D.2(immigration to the US)

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

1. Describe a community; what it is and what it looks like

2. Compare and contrast their community to others in the world

3. Define community related vocabulary (urban, suburban, rural, etc)

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	  What is a community?

	
	Unit Questions
	What are different types of communities?

What does a community look like?

What impact do traditions and culture have on a community? 

How does our community compare to global communities?

	
	Content Questions
	What do the following mean: rural, urban, suburban?

What are some important parts of a community?

What is culture? What are traditions?

What are some traditions your community follows?

What parts of your community are the same as others?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed
Class Discussion and questioning

Project expectations

Rubrics

Homework Assignments

Project Rubrics

Class Discussion

   Questioning

Group Activities

   Homework Assignments

   Teacher Checklists
Class Discussions

   Project Presentations

Rubrics and 

Self Asses 

  Conferencing


	Assessment Summary

	Students will be assessed by:

     Class Discussions

     Homework Assignments and Independent Practice

     Project Rubrics

     One on One Conferencing and Small Group Discussions 



	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Basic understanding of Social Studies vocabulary (nation, culture, community), internet use, and computer skills. 

	Instructional Procedures

	Lesson 1- what is a neighbor? How do neighbors make a community?

Lesson 2- What are the different types of communities (urban, rural, suburban) and what are the physical features of the different types (schools, banks, parks, farms)?

Lesson 3- What are cultures and traditions? How do those shape a community?

Lesson 4- Our community vs the world Compare and contrast

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students


	· Internet browser extensions to read websites for struggling readers

· assign stronger/ weaker student partners and flexible grouping

· materials at different reading levels

· chunking of information

· checklists, written and verbal directions, checking for understanding throughout activities

· visual representations of materials

	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	ELL students will be given all reading materials and directions in advance so they can utilize the ELL teachers if necessary

Grouped with native speakers

Visual representations of materials

	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	Extension: research and create additional powerpoint to compare multiple communities throughout the world and present to class



	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       


	Printed Materials
	Social Studies textbook 

	Supplies
	Computers with appropriate software (internet browsers, microsoft office)



	Internet Resources
	http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/postcard/
www.google.com


	Other Resources
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